
	  

	  

Director of Discovery and Innovation Partnerships 
 
The University of Georgia (UGA) seeks to increase research partnerships with industry 
that engage its new College of Engineering as well as other colleges and schools on 
campus.  To achieve this goal, the Office of the Vice President for Research and the 
College of Engineering have established a new initiative, Discovery and Innovation 
Partnerships, and they are searching for a dynamic individual to serve as its founding 
director.  Reporting jointly to the Vice President for Research and the Associate Dean for 
Research of the College of Engineering, the director will be responsible for establishing 
new partnerships as well as expanding existing ones, with an emphasis on long-term 
research relationships of mutual value.  Among other tasks, the director will: (1) identify 
opportunities to work with industry that align with UGA’s capabilities and strategic 
priorities; (2) engage with prospective industry partners to understand their short- and 
long-term needs; and (3) help to forge and foster relationships that meet the needs of 
industry while simultaneously growing UGA’s research portfolio.  To achieve this 
mission, the director will work closely with UGA’s Innovation Gateway team 
[http://research.uga.edu/gateway/], the College of Engineering 
[http://www.engr.uga.edu/] and other academic units. 
 
The successful candidate must have an advanced degree in a science or engineering 
discipline, plus ten or more years of relevant, successful experience in corporate or 
university research, research administration, and/or management.  A PhD is highly 
desirable, as is experience in implementing state-of-the-art, open innovation models for 
effective industry-university partnerships.  The director must also be able to work 
effectively within both university and corporate cultures, bridging them to forge 
productive partnerships.  Application procedures and further details regarding UGA and 
its College of Engineering are available at 
http://www.ugajobsearch.com/applicants/Central?quickFind=67264.  Confidential 
inquiries and questions related to the position may be directed to Dr. Larry Hornak, 
Professor and Associate Dean for Research, Email: lahornak@uga.edu; Telephone: 706-
542-2462 
  
Complete applications received by October 15, 2015 are assured of consideration. 
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